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ſion that he had uttered in haſte, but with 
theſugteateſt Calmneſs and Deliberatien; 
Tenyi)doubtleſi and J count all things But 
Zuß. He does not beſitate about the Mat- 
teri" but: is well aſſured of the Judgment, > 
Conſent and thorough Determination of his 
Saul, in this matter; that without doubt” 
he is ceſolvecꝭ a longer to reſt upon his re- 
ligious Duties, as the ground of his hope of 
Azceptagice' with God, and of obtaming 
the Pardon of his Sins, and his Title to 
Heaven but would reſt alone upon what) ' 
| ws Chriſt himſelf had done, in his oπƷ]ꝛ 
as. our. Surety; called: here, "the 
Rig bteoufneſs! of God. Note; The Diſciples 
of Cal ſhould not be at Uncertainties in 
_ thiggreat Point, whether they are to expect 
with Ged, Pardon of Sin, and 
a erde Lie, by Works df Righ- 
teovineſs) which they have done, or by the 
| Jeither ſhould r 


always 


1 rightly embraced Chriſt, or laid hold. ol — 


— 


always in doubt about their State, whether 
they are Believers or Unbelievers ;, whether * 
_ they are in or out of Chriſt: ; in or 
of Covenant; whether they belong to 
or not. It is the Duty and Intexeſt of the 
Difciptes of Chrift vo be well ſottlec in what 
they are to believe and do, in order to Sal; 
— ng And not be like Children, teſſed 
to and fro withi e 
and every 
always queſtioning cheir Faith in Chriſt, 
but endeavour to know whom they have 
believed, 2 Nm. i. £2 4 Not always queſtipn- 
ingi whether they are 8 vith God, 
or whether they are miſtaken in the grepr 
Ooncerns of their Souls, whether eue thay 


+ Covenant; or whether they ever had any 
real Experience of the Graco: of God in 
Truth They ſhould not, upon everyfre- 
turn of Tempt 
0 God; · but ſhould be able, in all Condi 
tions, to 7 as the / Apoſtle: does 
Ci Feſus ny Lord, and as others — 
been able to do, I/. lxii. 16. Dovbileſs 
thvtcart our Fut her. John xx. 28. hens: 
and my Gu. If che Diſciples, of C 
_ almoſt always under-Doubty and * 
in diſeredit to Religion f it tends to bring 


an evil Report upon che gvod Mays of 
2 and ger whe py St a the weak 


true, 


Fhe Ran Exchange. e 
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true; tho it is weak : The Apoſtles ulm 
es were onee of little Faith; and the 
ee Believer- was once a new-born 
0] Yet the little Children, with their 
W ah, cave to Jeſus Chriſt; and 
eir Faich works by Love, and carries 
che Sou to defire the Preferice of Godi 
And cheſe alfo- have their Sins forgivenz 
ar well as the ft "Believer, 1 Job in 
12. 1 write to you, little Children, becauſe 
7 Lin, oe Jorgorn Jan, for bis Names 
$9417 0Y£9009 00 
seen what i. i dba the Apo. 
ſcle affirms,” T want all. bing, bun Laſs. 
Nota eme, or many, but all Ia 
this Expreſſron, he ineludes more than His 
Dara and Church-Privileges. All Sims, 
the Idols of Men's Hearts and Eivrsz 
Their beloved Sins; The Sin that) does ſo 
raſihy beſtt them, Hieb. xii. 1. The right 
Eye zul the fiche Hands Thoſe Sins tt 
Prothiſed either Pleaſure or Gain; Theſe 
muſt all be let go, that they may win 
Chriſt, and be found in him. SN W SY 
And bis own perfonal Ri 
2 roo, in point of Truſte ſo the 
Apoſtle affirms; I quit my hold of Em 
Duties, ber G2 ir Oboclience to the 
eee 
| ig kteou z: the 
 Xe0uſnels which > Tap Babb; ul 
Wax 287 Wer, Rig. [Tax 
n 


hams 5 2 


0 E ho Hep — Lie 
Tur Apoſtle had compared: one 
with another; and ſet one over 


another; the Shadow and the l ene 8 


to the Teſt and Standard of the Wand aß 


he had compared Spiritual n 
poral; he had weighed them in 
lance of the Sanctuary, EY 


God. And upon the whole he found, that 
tho” he had made ſuch à great Change, yet 
be was no Loſer, but a great Gainer, by 

the Loſs of all things 3 fon he 
à better Foundation to reſt his Soul 
upon; andia better Hope of eternal Life; 
ery Soul of you muſt make the ſame 


And every 
Change, or you will loſe your Souls; for 
all your natural and religious Privileges 


| . will leave you ſhort of Heaven, if you ow 


. DEAN Wa HI; 

III. Tun Apoſtle affirins, that be Mad 
" noxiumade: this great Change àgainſt his 
Willy but with his very Heart's Conſent. 
Therefore he does not ſay, I have been 


ſtript of all; or 1 was forced to let al ; 


things go: but 1 have fuffered, or I have 


ind) or have heartily: conſented to 
wh all things; even thoſe things; h. 


could; „venture my Soul upon i 
the very things that l boaſted of, and truſts. ' 
ed in; — count but EI, or of: 


no valuc in cba of PN Wn), 


2¹ Boy te 0 ADD oY \ e u 4 


Na % 
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formerly, I had an high eſteem of, candd 
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AW. Dan Judgment of the Apoſtle, 
Gr good Works, when they are 
94560 AS] Article of Juſtification - * 
ere Loan Ting He had not a lo. 
| — -A- they are kept 
 withiti their oon Sphere; that is, in the 
© Aptiele of Sanctificatiom Tho gb this A: 
poſtie had ſerved the Lord faichfully, 0 
many Years,..in the Work of the Minitrys. 
though he had preached the Goſpel purely. 
and laboured more abundantly than they 
allʒ and had turned many to the Lord; and 
planted many Churches ; and ſuffer d much. 
forthe ſake of Chriſt, the Goſpel, and a 
good Conſcience: yet theſe, and all other 
ee renounced and fer aſide in cha 
matter of Iuſtification; there he will have 
none but Chriſt and his Righteouſneſs ; b́ 
Right eonſneſs' f God' by Faith: When the | 
Apoſtle: calls his own perſonal Righteouſs: 54S 
neſa, Loſs and Dung; 1 ſpeaks of g dod 
— — W image - 
compared with the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt 
not in themſelves. And lit is in this ſenſe, 
that they are called filthy Rags, /a. Ixiv. 6. 
As they are too ſhort, and imperfect, to 
beg go⁰H juſtifying Righteouſneſs. The 
Worq of God teaches Believers not to think 
lightly of good Works, but ta he careful to 
maintain them, Tit. ii. 8. This in 4 faubful 
ſaying, and abeſe bing 1 will 1hat thou affrm. 
ca 1b. t they who bave believed * 
Go | 


„% The Happy — me 


God, might be careful to muintain g good W. 
theſe things are good and pro feeble? 17 
And a Profeſſion of Faith. zh Chriſt, \with- 
Out Care about good Works, is hut a eden 
which a Man puts upon his on , 
Jam. ii. 17, 20. Faith without! Works, is 
dad, being alone. Faith is alone, as an In- 
ſtrument, in the Act of Juſtificariod' 3 bur 
if Faith is alone; 'withour Works, in 
te Life; that's 2 dead Faith. Thus the 


Hibtinefs, as in tliemſelves; but when Men 
_ in the place of . Rig 
u 'Gb 


they will [juſti- 
Fo Faith, erde Perſon: 
v. Oui hat the Apoftle princi- 
Ay ain'd at, and che He rs. what 
e 'This'i | 
\thiree things. | — wy BA z Riot dad 
© (7) To. obtam | the Excelle 
a 1 r A de 
transforming Rn of kim, and th 
to obtam e Comfortable Perf fin of it, 
"ct to the Apoſtle John's Exprefflon, 
John ii. 3. 5) this Jhall” der kwie ha We 
om bim, if we keep . Cee 
=. TR We Ou Aud be 
=. in Bim, related to him; nited//to 
= Him by Pzich, Tie that wind Chriſt, 
7 F Wwe GY; A 5647 CY! = e te, 
e 


2 


3 


Apoſtle, and, wittr him; albtrve Beltevers, 
not low Thoughts of good Works aft 9 


B Tks will Foftify fy us before 
Men, but not before God; 


2 


e ewido oc: a2 s 1 2 
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| 405 all. that Chriſt has -purchaſed, even 
| e of the New Covenant. 
To o be clothed with the perfect 
55 eronſnels of, Chriſt, this he Sar 
-negatively and poſitively: WIe 
. [1x]-NzoaTivyEDy,. Not mir 
on ere. which 1s the — 
whether of Obedience to the cerertionial:or 
moral Law. It is all one; in. the matter of 
Juſtification. All Works: of Righteouſneſs 
which | we have done, muſt be ſhut: out 
there, Tit. iii. 5. By the Deeds: of the Low 
| 0, Fleſp. living be juſtified, in bis fights | 
78 20. And it is as true of the Deeds 
of the. Goſpel; if we bring them im the 
matter of our Juſtification, 20 
[2.] Pos1T1vBLy, he defirts' tu He 99 
foung in the perfect Righteouſneſs of Chriſtz  . / 
and he explains what he meats; by: that 
ben en s in which be would beffend 
U 12 is the . Gu of 
providing : according.” to Peary 
fon ſje and that which he wrought, our 
who! was very God, as well as Man, and 
thatwhich God accepted at the hands of our 
Juen in our room and ſtead, and. that 
which. God imputes to every Believen in 
Chriſt; and not that which God works in 

as ids us to Robe in our own Perſons. 
ib teouſneſs, which is by. 
en of Je eſus Chrif,. the 3 ” 
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x 
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"2 + though beloved,” and delighted in, will be, 
ark 
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- of Uſe 1 BROT D what a wonderful 1 


an bard Saying, 
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God by Faith, which is RN HR 5 ims 
ted to them that believe, Ros ae 
wwbomit Jhall be imputed, if we dello. 1 


Gruce makes in the Hearts, Judgment and 
Affections of Men. Gracious Souls. ſerye 
God better than they did in their uncan< 


verted State; yet they dare not truſt in 
what they do. Now they think meaner of 
their Duties, than they could do before- 


And our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. res 5 


ſi to do, Zuke xvii. 10. ben | 
* 2 e Wn that are e ee 30s jg 


2. r. is the Work of God e 0 


i Perbaps 
mutter to perſuade Men, wa, their Sins, 


their great Eofs; and that they muſt 
With them, or muſt Joſe God, yo Chriſty, 


is à much more difficult to convince 
Men, that they muſt count their own per- 


ſonal Righteouſneſs to be loſs too. This, if, 
who can bear it ? Fh; 


60. Wha then can be faved? 1. hg 
everyone that takes hold of a better oy 
teonſneſs, The Queſtion. is not, who 


obtain eternal Life? But who: ſhall: 


/ ji? Holineſs ö neden) in order to 
oP Life; Heb. xi. 14. ihe Holineſs 


163). 


1 Men to count all things but Loſs for | 
it ma no difficult. 


"ini Heaven, and their Tl, 'Souls; | But 1 
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Serm. I. The Happy Exchange. 21 
and good Works are not N in or 
der to our Juſtification before 
our Juſtificacion, we, brin ng. nothing - | 
God 5 we come empty and naked; with 
an open, but an empty Hand of Ce 
to receive Chriſt and his Righteouſneſs. 
Naked Souls, for his White Robes ; con- 
demned Malefactors, for a free Pardon; 
and as r and miſerable, for the true 
Riches, and with all our Soul. Diſcaſes, to 
the great Phyſician for Healing. 
| "Up 2. BRE very careful to diſtin; guiſb be- 
tween Juſtification and Sas cation tho' 
they are always Companions, yet they are 
very diſtin, The former is by a Righ- 
teouſheſs without us, the latter by a Rich. 
teduſneſs within us. The former was 
wrought out by Jeſus Chriſt, as a Surety 
for bis People, in his own Perſon; the 
latter is wrought out by the Spirit of 
God in us. The former is N the 
AAtter Is imperfect. ——— To cloſe. this, 
Diſcourſe ; „ we may ſay ood Works, 
as is faid of the ACN cd 1 Tim. 
i. 8. The Law is good, if 4 Man uſe it jau- 
filly. The Law is uſed lawfully, when it 
is uſed ly, 4 Rule of Life; and it ig uſed 
uhla\ when it is made a Covenant 


of LI A 155 Works are good, if Men uſe 
they lawfully ; they. are uſed lawfully, 
en, they are kept in the Article of 


1 5 and why ate uſed unlaw- 


1, 191) 0 
Wiek 31 0 bly | 


bus 


ticle of Ju uſtifi cation. Thoſe. that. 


WOES be) 5 Ws HA (34 0:4 Ret 


— 


LY The Baby Durban. 8 
fully, when they are brought into the 158 


their on beſt Works, d 
the Sand, Matt. vii. 24, 

Builders, , fix upon the Rock cit. and b 
-hiseverlaſting Righteoyſneſs, * 
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SERMON II. 


enen 
Wee, doubtleſs, an I count a things but 
-' Toſs, for the Excellency of the Knowledge. of 
* Teſus my Tord 
HE Words of the Text hast 
been open d and a little x Having 
there are ſeveral Poctrines ariſing 
from them. 
Dotz. 1. Tnar the Knowledge of out 
3 excels all other Know- 
e, Tbe Excellency. of the 'Knowledge 
Chriſt Feſus my Lord. "lf 


Dosi. 2. Tux chief Deſire of gracious 
Souls is, to win Chriſt, ae 


. 

Dock. 3. Tau Peder r 
3 Ard ein their own perſonal Nene 1 
| we having my 0w0 Righteoufrſ wwbich is if 7 


La. 
Doch. . Tos ell juſtifying Righteaul. 
nels, for arSinner, before Call niche Righ- 
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2 | "The Hi 
teouſneſs of God by Faith, This is that 
r. the 1 775 defired to be found i in. 


1 if God it, ſpeak to 
i theſe; but only of the firſt at this oc 
Do8. I. Trar the 9 of Chriſt 
exdcels all other Knowledge, The Exc | 
of the- Knowledge * brift Jeſus my Lord. 
Trose who 


ledge of Chriſt, muſt needs have low 
Thoughts. of all other Knowledge, when 


compared with this. The Knowledge of 


che Works of Nature, and of Arts and Sci- 
ences, is very uſeful, if rightly improv'd; 
but the Knowledge of Chriſt, which the A- 
poſtle intends, 1 be allow'd to excel all 
other, as much as the excellent On: ex- 


cCels all' other things. 


Bur the Knowledge, defir'd by the 4. 
J poltle, and called Excellent, is inten- 

. ded of a litteral, or notional Knowledge; 
or that which may be taken in, by any one, 
from a bare Report of him, by the hearing 


p | of the Ear; not a Knowledge of Chriſt, 


that may 4 fil ck of C G1 14" oe or 
| iſh Men to talk of Chr is Natures, 
5 ru Offices, his Purchaſe and 2 
the way of Conveyance of them to Men, or 

what is our Duty towards him: But the 
Knowledge of Chriſt, which is excellent, is 
that which carries the Soul out to believe 
and truſt in him; to receive and * 


ve obtained the Know- 


Serm. II. neee 


| lid; to Lobe and ight in him; wide 
nour and obey him ; and therefore it is a 
| . of Jeſus Chriſt; or 
8 God had promiſed, by Covena,! ro 
| 1 5 egple, "Is liv, 13. All thy. Children 
tl be taugh 11 f the Lord. Our Lord Jeſus 
"viſt e this, and tells us who they 
are, Jobn vi. 45. It is written in theProphets, 
nd. they ſhall be all taught of the Lord. 
There's the Promiſe, bor who are the 
Happy ppy Souls, that have obtain'd that great 
and needful Promiſe? Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
tells us, in the next Words; Every Man 
therefore that-bath heard and learned of the 
Fiber, cometh unto me. That is, believeth 
in me: for coming to, and believing in 
Cghriſt, are the ſame thing, Jobn vi. 35. He 
' that cometh to me ſhall never hunger, and be 
that believeth in me ſhall never thirſt. Cove- 
| HK Slee never leaves a Soul is 
rant of Chriſt, or ſhott of an: Intereſt in 
Him; and ſurely that Knowledge of Chriſt, 
which brings the Soul to Acquaintance with, 
and Intereſt in the Lord of Heaven and 
Earth, is worthy to be called Excellent 
Knowledge. F 
Now, I ſhall endeavour to hae upon 
that accounts the Knowledge of Chriſt is 
called excellent Knowledge. Not only as 
Believers now. under the clearer Gale 
Diſpenſation, have a more diſtin Know- 
"OF of Jeſus _—_— than the Ferbs had 
under 


% 


36 8 . 
70 e Law for though Jeſus Chrift | 
ds preachd to them, as well as to us, 
inder their many Veils and Shadows, in 
_ te Temple; for Chriſt was the Subſtance | 
pdf them all: Yet now, the clearer Goſpel- | 
_ Revelation unveils all thoſe Shadows, and 
20 05 Jeſus Chriſt more plainly, in his Per- 
+ BY as'God-Man ; in bis Offices and Bene- 
© ** fits, together with the way of our obtaining 
an Intereſt in him and them. But though 
| this clearer Knowledge of Chriſt, is indeed | 
a great Privilege, yet it is not the thing 
| 8 the Apoſtle intends, when he ſpeaks 
of the Excellency of the Knowledge of 
1 © Chriſt; but, as I hinted before, it is a be- 
_— ' i Nevinke, experimental, transforming Know- 
EE. _ ledge of Chriſt. I ſhall” now ew v n 
_ What accounts the e of Chriſt i 
2 © moſt Excellent. 
E C1 1 1. As it hath a moſt excellent Object; 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; the Son of God, 
=. 8 1 Aach Cod-Man, the Creator; the Preſerver 
and Owner of all in Heaven and Earth; a 
Benefactor to all Mankind; the Lover of 
Souls 3 the Saviour of the World; the Foun- 
tain and Treaſury of all Grace full of 
e and Truth. This is the Object of 
3 'o 68 excellent Knowledge and the more 
Excellent the Object! is, the more Excellent 
te Knowledge is. No Man's Knowledge 
5 78 deſerves to be valued, how exact ſoever it 
5 4 225 a converſunt only 4 
„„ 
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Serm. I The Happy Exchange. 17 
but that Knowledge which is converſant 
about great and weighty, uſeful and neceſ- 
| v7 things, that's the moſt valuable Know- 
| e. 

| 2 the Knowledge of God in 
Chriſt, of his Perfeckions, his Purchaſe, and 
5 Treaſures of Grace, will be allow'd to be 
the moſt uſeful and profitable Knowledge: 
FJobn xvii. 3. This is Life Eternal, that they 
may know thee, the only true God, and Feſus 
. Chriſt, whom thou baſt ſent. 
2. Tux Knowledge of Chriſt is moſt 
Excellent, with regard to the way of its 
- Conveyance: Itis not of Man, but of God. 
It is not obtain'd by human Art and Skill, 
but it comes from Heaven; Matt. xvi. 17. 
© Fleſb and Blood hath not revealed this unto 
tbee, but my Father which. is in Heaven. 
They that have obtain'd the believingKnow- / 


& ; ledge of Chriſt, have been taught of the 
2d, Lord, and none teacheth like him, he 
yer | reacheth to profit; his teaching is the ge- 1 
a 4 meg eternal Life, | 
of F He Knowledge of Jeſus. Chriſt is 
m- 5 . Excellent, as, like precious Jewels and 

of Pearls, it lies but in a few hands. This is 

of a Treaſure, that is not found in every 
Ire . Houſe, and in every Heart. We read of 

ent precious things of the Earth, that are be 
ge peculiar Treaſure of Kings; Eccl. 1i, 8. Pre- 

it cious Stones, and richeſt Diamonds; but 


eie, ſayoury Knowledge of Jeſus 
"4 C 2 Chriſt. 


The Happy Exchange. = 
, = is the peculiar Treaſure of Believers ; 
this Hondüf Rave all the Saints, Mat. xni. 
17. To you it 1s given 10 know- dbe Myſteries 
27 Kingdom of Heaven, Put 10 bem 11 is 
en. 
8 Rnowielhe of aun is moſt 
- Byleltent,” as it is moſt needful. Some fort 
of Knowledge, that Men are very deſirous 
of, may be very delightful, -'to thoſe that 
' gbcrain” it; 
being, either of Soul or Body: but the 
Knowledge of Chriſt is neceAiry q 
Huppineſs' of both, for this Life and that 
which is to come. I ſhall endeavour to 
demonſtrate the Neceffity of it in the fol- 
lowing Particulars. 
Li..) Tux Knowledge of Chriſt is wel 
ſary, in order to our Faith in Chriſt; and 
therefore the Salvation of the Soul depends 


8 upon it. We cannot be ſaved without 


Faith in Jeſus Chriſt; and we cannot be- 
eve in him, without the Knowledge of 


him; Pal. ix. 10. They that krow thy Name 
© will put their Triſt Ah Rom. x. 14. 
bim, 


He Hull toe believe of tebom toe 
babe not heard? Thus alſo, 75 Growth 
nnd Inereaſe of Faith, depends upon elearer, 
and more diſtinct Knowledge of Chriſt; 
for our Faith e n hh. 
portion to our Know of him 
vicled it be ſanctified Knowledge: Ge they 


there" may” (7 ge and clear Knowledge 
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in the Head, without true Faith in the 
Heart ; yet chere can't be true Faith, with- 
out ſanctified Knowledge of the Object of 
Faith. This ſeems to be the Ground of 
the Apoſtle's Defire of further Knowledge 
of Chriſt, ver. 10. That I may know: bim. 
He knew. Chriſt before, by. the eſpecial 
Teaching of God, or elſe he had not bren 
F Aa Believer in Chriſt ; but he deſires further 
3 Knowledge of him, that he might have 
more Faith in him; for he knew, that the 
more Faith he had in Chriſt, the more 
Love he ſhould have to him; and the 
more Love, the more and better Service 
would be done for Chriſt. Now all theſe 
depend upon this excellent Knowledge of 
Curiſt Jeſus. For the ſame Reaſon, 4 — N 
the Diſciples of Chriſt are called upon to 
grow in Grace and in the Knowledge of 
Chriſt; 2 Pet. iii. 18. it is to be under- 
ſtood, that growing in Grace, has a De- 
pendance upon the Knowledge of Chriſt, 
as the means Pert it. Thus the Knowledge 
which the Apoſtle calls Excellent, is a fi- 
ducial Knowledge, ſuch as carries out the - 
Soul to chooſe, love, receive and "_ pen 
Jeſus Chriſt, * 
(2.) Tux Knowledge of Chriſt | X neceſ- 8 
ſary, in order to our. Juſtification before 
God, Iſa. lui. 11. By bis Knowledge all my 
righteous Servant juſtify many. Not by the 
FORE. that Jeſus Chriſt has of his 
C3 People ; 


4 '' 0 
2 "of 
DÞ 4 


bh, : 
FS as „ 


30 The Happy Exchange. | 
People; but by their believing Knowledge 
of him; by that Knowledge that is at» | 
rended with a Truſt in Chriſt, The Lord 
Jefus Chriſt ſhall* be known and owned N 
by his People, as the Lord their Righ- 
teouſneſs, Fer. xxiii. 6, This. is the Name 

<wherewith be ſhall be called, the Lord our 

Righteouſneſs. The juſtifying Righteouſneſs 

of Chriſt ſhall be laid hold of by Faith; 

and Faith ſhall act agreeable to the Know- 
ledge of its Object. Without Knowledge, 
be Soul is nt good, Prov. xix, 2. And 
_ without this excellent Knowledge the Stare Ji 

is not good. * 

* (3.) Tre Knowledge of Chriſt is nete; 
ſary, in order to our receiving of Grace 
out of the fulneſs of Chrift, Job». i. 14, 16. 
Mie bebeld bis Glory, that is, with the Eye 
of Faith, as the G ory of the only begotten F- 

> the Father, full of Grace and Trith. And of 

his fulneſs have all we received, and Grace 
fer Grace, But receivi Jeſus Chriſt and 
his Bene fits is only by 'the Hand of Faith. 
So it is when we confider Jeſus Chriſt, as 
the Gift of the Father; when the Soul lays < 


A +. 
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hold of him, that's receiving him, Jobn i q- 6 
12. As many as received bim, to them gave Vi 
he Power to become the Sons of God, even to * 
them that believed on bis Name. And ſo it 1 
is with regard to the Soul's receiving the |} 2 
Fruits of Chriſt's Purchaſe; it can be done, 2 
ny 9 che Hand of Faith. | 8. 
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Serm. II. The Fr Reben 31 
(4) Tux, be of Chriſt is neceſ- 
fary, in order to our Conformity to N ö 
Chriſt; This was the Purpoſe of God, Rom. 
viii. 29. For whom be did foreknow, be a'fo" 
did ee 10 be conformed lo the Image 
of bis Son. The believing Soul's Likeneſs 
to Jeſus Chriſt, re much upon its 2 
Knowledge of Chriſt, 2 Cor, iii. 18. B.- 
holding, as in a Glaſs, the Glory of the Lord. 
are changed into the ſame Image, from Glory © 
10 Glory, as by the Spirit of the 1 that is, 
from one Degree of Grace and Holineſs to 
another. This is done, even now, under 
the Word and Ordinances of Chriſt, by the 
Eye of Faith. And believing Souls wil be 
perfeted in their Conformity to Chriſt, 
when they ſhall behold him in Heaven, 
1 Jobn ti, 2. Now are we the Sons of God, 
and it deth not appear what we ſhall be; bus 
we know, that when he ſhall appear, we ſhe 7 
be like bim, for wwe ſhall ſes bim as be is. | 
(5.) Tux Knowledge of Chriſt is neceſ- / 
fary, in order to our obtaining eternal Life, ' 
And this Truth i is made out after this man · 
ner. There is no Salvation in any other but” 
Chrift Act jv. 12. And there is no Sal 
vation for Souls by Chriſt, bat through 
Union with him, gr Intereſt in him, 
1 Jobn v 5 2. He that. bath the Son of God," 
bath Life; he that hath not the Son of God, 
hath not 25 And there is Lebe hath the 
Jon, pour uch as e in him; err me. 
36. 
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Glory. Col. i. 27. And there is ho Fai 


in Chrift, without Knowledge of the Oh- 


ject; Pſal, ix. 10. They that know thy Name, 
will put their Truſt in thee. Then it will. 


follow, that there is no Salyation. of Souls, 
without ſanctifed Knowledge o n: 


therefore the Knowledge of Chriſt is neceſ- 


ſary, in order to Salvation. For this Rea- 


fon it is called excellent Knowledge, be- 


czuſe it is Saving; it is the Beginning and 


Earneſt of eternal Life, Jobn xvii. 3. This | 
is Life Eternal, that they may know thee, the 
only true God, and Feſus Chriſt, whom thou 
haſt ſent, Thoſe that hope for Heaven, 
and yet are ignorant of Jeſus Chriſt,” who is 
the Way, the Truth, andthe Life, enter- 
rain a falſe. Hope of Heayen. A 
Hope of Heaven, is an Hope thro' Grace, 
2:Tbeſ; ii. 16. Now our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
himſelf, and God, even our Father, who bath. 
laved us, and hath' given us everlaſting Conſo- 
lation, and good Hope thro ugh Grace, comfort 
your Hearts, and eſtabliſh you, in every good 


| © Word and Wark. Thus the Knowledge of 
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36. He that believeth on the Som of God, bath 

everlaſting Life. John vi. 47. He that br. 

ligveth in me, hath everlaſting, Life; And 

there is no Union with Chriſt without Faith, 

Epb. iii. 17. That Chriſt” may dwell in your. 

Hearts by Faith. Chriſt in woy the\Hope 4 
t 
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5. Tur Knowledge of Chriſt, which the 
Apoſtle calls Excellent, is an appropriating 
Knowledge. e | 
(J.) Sven: as brings the Soul, that hath 


it, to a bleſſed, honourable, and unchange- 


able Relation to God in Chriſt, This is 
imply'd in the Words of the Text. For 
the Excellency of the Knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus 
my Lord, Not only the Lord of Heaven 


and Earth, but in a particular manner 


Mine; Sol. Song. ii. 16. My Beloved is mine, 
and I am bis. John xx. 28. My Lord and 
ny God. It is ſuch a Knowledge, as brings 
the Soul into Union with Chrift, 1 John v. 
20: Me know that the Son of God is come, 
and | bath given us an Underſtanding, that 


' we might know bim that is true, ' and wwe 


are in bim that is true, even in his Son Feſus / 
Chriſt. There you have the Mercy it ſelf, 
Union with Chriſt ; and the Means of it, an- 
Underſtanding. to know Jeſus Chrift. | 
(2.) Ir is ſuch a Knowledge, as brings 
the. believing Soul to know its Intereſt... 
This is doubly ſweet and delightful to 
every one that can make it out; not only 
to believe, but to know whom they have be- 
lieved. 2 Tim. i. 12. Not only to be in 
Covenant with God, but to know that they 
are in Covenant with him, 2 Sam. xxiii. 3. 
He bath made with me an everlaſting Cove- 


nant, order*d in all things and ſure. Not 


only: to be intereſted in the Death. of Chriſt, 
8 C.s. 25 but 
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but to be able to ſay, who loved me and 


gave himſelf for me. Gal. ii. 20. Not only 


to be intereſted in the Promiſes, but to 
be able to ſay, who hath given to us .. 


| Ceeding great and precious Promiſes. 2 Pet, i, 


4. So in the particular Caſe before us; it 


is not enough for a Chriſtian to ſay, Jeſus” 


Chriſt is Lord of all, but that he is Chriſt - 


Jieſus my Lord. This is the Ground of 


| Comfort, both in Life and Death; to be 
able to ſay, This God is our God for ever 


and ever, and will be our Guide unto Death. 


Pfal. xlviii. 14. Doubtleſs thou art our Fa- 


| ther. Va. Ixiii. 16. 


6. Fax Knowledge of Chriſt, which the 


Apoſtle calls Excellent, is ſuch as carries 
out the Soul to love, delight in, and 


bighly prize the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, even 
above all Perſons and Things. I count all 
tizßbings but Loſs, for the Excellency of the 
| > Knowledge of Chrijt Jeſus. Song 1. 3. Be- 


"cauſe of the Savour of thy good Ointment, thy 
Name is as Ointment poure phagh therefore 
do the Virgins love thee. | Chap, v. 10. M 


Beloved is the chiefeſt of ten Jhouſand. ver. 1 


Wa, be is altogether lovely; this is my Be- N 


loved, and this is my Friend, 1 Pet. ii. 7. 
To them that believe be is precious. This 1 Is. 
the Savour of his Knowledge, 2 Cor. ii. 14. 
Now, | thanks be une God, - which always 
cauſeth us to tritmph in Chriſt, and 90015 7 
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Serm. I. e Hf mags. 1 
every Place.” Theſe having found out Jeſus” 
1 Chriſt, tlie Pearl of great Price, by tbe 
Eye of Faith, they prize him, and are ; 
willing to ſell, that is, to part with all 
things that ſtand in competition with bim; 8 
all Sin: and Self- Righteouſneſs too, in point 
of Truſt} and they reſt alone on Chriſt bd 
his Righteouſneſs for whole Salvation, 1 
Matt. xii.45, 456. e 
J. Tuis excellent Knowledge of Chriſt ; 
is an experimental Knowledge. It amounts 
to a ſeeing, taſting and handling of che.” 
Word of God, 1 Jobn i. 1. And to a faſt- 
ing; or Experience that tbe Lord is gracous.. 12 8 
1 Pet. ii. 3. This is to know the Power of , 
his Reſurrection, and the Fellowſhip of his 
Sufferings, and to be made conformable to 
his Death. That is, by Experience of tze 
Fruits of his Death and Reſurrection, wn fa "= 
ing from Death to Life; and by dying to 4 
Su, and living to God; which is effected“ 
by the ſame Power that raiſed up our Lord., We 
Jeſus Chriſt from the Dead. 8 
Det. Hav you this excellent Know- 
ledge of Jeſus Chriſt? Have you the Kon. 
. — of Chriſt, only in oh Notion ?* Or 
have you received Chriſt” Jeſus the Lorc 
Do you truſt in him? Do you prize him ?. 
Do you give up your ſelves to bim? Are 
you concerned to win Chriſt, and be found 
in him? Are you determin'd to obey him? 
1 een Chriſt ſhould Ms ta- 
ar. 


, 
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clear up their Intereſt in him; and that they 
have obtain'd the Excellency of the Know- 
Edge of Chriſt, bY 9x ee 
(I.) Taar God may have the Glory of 
what he has done for you ; wrought in you,, 
and given to you, Pſal. cin. 1; 2. Bleſs the\ 
Lord, O my Soul, and all that is within me, 
bleſs bis boly Name; bleſs the Lord, O my... 
Soul, and forget not all bis Benefits; who für- 
giveth all thine Iniquities, and bealeth all thy 


Diſeaſes. If you can make out that you 


have obtain'd this excellent Knowledge of 
Chriſt, you may make out all the reſt ; for 


- tele always go together, and are inſepara- 


ble Bleflings of the fame Covenant. 
(2.) You ſhould be careful to make this 

out; that you your ſelves may enjoy the 

Comfort of it; that you may not always go 


mourning and complaining under Doubs 
and Fears; but be chearful, comfortable 
aud thankful Chriſtians, So your Duty is. 
ſet before you, Phil. iv. 4. Rejoice in the. 
* Eord always. Sure this is at much the Duty 
of Chriſtians, as 1 pray always.” Eph. vi. 18. 


Worldly Troubles ſhould. not binder ſpiri- 


tual Joy; ſuch as confine al their Religion 
to Prayer, I am ſure, are not the Chriſti- 
ans that ſerve God on Earth, as the Angels 


do in Heaven, 


| NU We 3 3 
(3. ) You ſnould endeavour to clear up to 
your {elyes, whether you have obtain'd the 
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excellent* Knowledge - of Chriſt, | ſor the” 
1 Credit 
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Credit of our holy Religion; that you may 
not bring up an evil Report upon the good 
Land; or the good Ways and Work of 
_ God: as if the Lord, whom we ſerve, was 
an hard Maſter z and Religion a mere 
Drudgery and dull Exerciſe. Thoſe Chri- 
ſtians make but poor Harmony, that almoſt _ 
always harp upon one String; hardly any 
thing to be expected from them, but Com- 
laints, Queſtionings, Doubts and Fears. 
th theſe are ſome of the Scholars that 
are dull of Learning. | | 
 (4.) Thar you may ſtrengthen the 
Hands, andencourage the Hearts of weak 
Diſciples, or Beginners with Chriſt, . The 
Eyes of young ones are upon you, that 
have ſtood longer in the Vineyard;of the 
Lord than themſelves, and longer in the - 
School of Chriſt 3 and they hearken to what 
you ſay, and obſerve what you do; and if 
they hear little elſe but Doubts and Com- 
pla ints from ſome of you, they muſt needs 
be diſcouraged, and take up wrong 
Thoughts of Religion; or elſe will con- 
clude, that you, inſtead of beipg tall Ce- 
dars, are but poor Shrubs. in Lebanon; and 
but dull Scholars in the School of Chriſt. 
V2. Ir the Knowledge of Chriſt is the 
moſt excellent Knowledge, even the Begin - 
ning of eternal Life, then it is worth your 
while to. ſeek. it, Prov. ii. 3. 1f thou: incline 
thine. Zar unto Wiſdom, and apply thine 


67 Hear; 
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are they that teſtify of me. Search them 


rant of the Scriptures, are ignorant of the 
excellent Knowledge of Chriſt. 

- *(2.) ATTEND the preaching of the Go- 
ſpel with utmoſt Care, Homility and Seri- 
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the way to r. more, and to know bet- 
ter, Hoſ: vi. 3. Then ſhall we know, if ue 
- Follow on to ow the Lord. | John vii. 17. I 


— 
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Heart unto Underſtanding, if thou crieft after q 
{ 


Knowledge, and lifteſt up thy Voice for Under- 
ſtanding, if thou ſeekeſt 2 as Silver, and 
-ſearcheſt for ber, as for hid Treaſure, then / 
ſhalt thou underſtand, the Fear of the Lord, 
and find tbè Knowledge of God: for the Lord 
giveth Wiſdom, out of his Mouth "ont" 
_ Knowledge and Underſtanding, 

Turk no Pains too ich to obeain it. 

(1.) CARETrulT x ſearch the pte 
Fobn v. 39. Search the Scriptures ; for in 
them ye think ye have eternal Life, and they 


daily, and diligently: they that are igno- 


ouſneſs ; with Deſire to know, and ſincere 
Purpoſe to do the Will of God. This is 


— wiv». aA cM A; we md wy a 25 too og of 


any Man will do bis Will, be ſhall know of 
the Doctrine, whether it be of God, or whe- 


W =" Y 
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(3.) Forrow the Hearing of the Word | 
with fervent Prayer to the God of Ordi- 


] 
nances, that he would give you this ex- . 
cellent Knowledge of Chriſt. Plead his f 
on en Fiat xxxi. 34 OO ſhall all- } 
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know me. Iſa. Iiv. 13. They Hall he all 

taught of the Lord. | 
e 3: Ir you know the Lord Jeſus Chriſt - 


truly; be much concern'd to know him 


better. This was the Deſire of the Apoſtle, 
in our Text, and in the Words, immedi- 
ately following. He was a true Diſciple of 


Chriſt, and a ſound Believer, ' therefore 


muſt needs have obtain'd that excellent 
Knowledge of Chriſt, which he ſpeaks of 
in the Text; he was brought to truſt in ' 


Chriſt, to chooſe, to love and prize him; 


yet he deſires further Knowledge of him. 
That I may know bim. The belt Diſciples 
of Chriſt know him but in part. His Go- 
ings forth are as the Morning. Hol. vi. 3. 
This is ſpoken, when we are directed to 

follow on to know the Lord. The Work 
of Chriſt, as a Prophet, in teaching his 


People, is like the Morning- Light, that in- | 


croaſeth by little and little, till ir comes to 
a perfect Day. 3 n 
Tus Reaſons why the Diſciples of Chrift + | 
| ſhould defire and endeavour after further 
Knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt,” are ſuch as 
ICC A Ane 
(1.) Tae more any have of this excel- 
lent Knowledge of Chrift, the more Faith 
they have in him. And is not that the very 
thing that you often pray for? Zuke xvii. 5. 
Lord increaſe our Faith. Mar. ix. 24. Lord 
belp my Unbelief. | 
„ Tur 
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more you know Chriſt, 1 more 


vou will truſt him with the Care of your 


Souls, and with your Prayers, and his own 
Promiſes. 


(2.) Tme more Knowledge. you have of 25 
Chriſt, the more Love you will have to 


him. And don't you deſire to be more 
taken with Chriſt? Faith works by Love; 


and Faith is a Fruit of ſanctified Knowledge. 
It is not with Jeſus Chriſt, as it is with ſome 
of our F dlow-Orsatures: perhaps the more 
we know them, the leſs we truſt them; and 


the more we know them, the leſs we love 
and eſteem them: but the more we know 


loye and admire him. 
(3.) Tur more Knowledge we have of 


Teſiis Chriſt, the more Likeneſs we ſhall 
have to him, the more Acquaintance with- 
Chriſt, the more Conformity to him. 
( 4.) Txt more Knowledge of Chriſt, the 
more Comfort in our own Souls; for as this 


excellent Knowledge grows, it will alſo diſ- 


cover our Intereſt in him. That which we 
call our own, we value, and take ꝑleaſure 
in, more than that which is another's; how. 


much more, when it is great and ſuirable, 


as well as our own? The Comfort of Life 

and Death depends much upon the Soul's 

clearing up its wude of, and Intereſt.” 
in Chriſt, 258 8 


Jeſus Chriſt, the more we ſhall truſt in, 
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erm. II. The Happy Exchange. 41 
[1.3 IF you know Chriſt truly, then yon 
are known of him; 1 Cor. vin, 3. If any 
love God, the ſame is known of bim. That 
is, he approves of them, he loves and de- 
lights in them. So we are to underſtand 
that Text, P/al. i. 6. The Lord knoweth the 
Way of the Righteous. For Chriſt to know 
one above another, is to ſhew them ſpecial. 
Favour ; Exod. xxxiii. 12. Thou haſt ſaid 
[to me] I know thee by Name. For this 
excellent Knowledge of Chriſt is a Fruit of 
his ES and free Grace, 
[2.]Try Ir you know Jeſus Chriſt truly, you 
tal now him perfectly: you ſhall know 
you are known; 1 Cor. xiii. 12. Now I 
755 in part, but then I. all know, even 45 
am known. You ſhall ſee Jeſus Chriſt as 
175 1 Jobn in, 2. We ſpall be like = 
4 him as be in. | 
| Uſe 4. Ir you have the excellent new | 
tkedge IP rift, endeavour to ac 78 
others with him; ; tell them what he is, 
what he can do for Souls, and what he has 
done for you; Late viii. 39. Return: 1 
thine Houſe, and ſhew how great things G 
has done for thee, . When ane faid of Chriſt, 
Can any good thing come out of Nazareth ? - 
The Diſciple's Anſwer was, Come. and ſee. 
Jobn i. 4 . And when the Woman of Sa- 
maria had found the Meſſiah, ſhe invites 
others to come and ſee him, Jobn i iv. 29. 
e you 1 would ſhew your Love . 3 
| hri 
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- Chriſt, and to poor needy Souls. Their 
Caſe calls for Help; and though you can- 


not ſave them, yet you can point out the 
Saviour, and recommend him to them. 
Say, I was brought low, and he helped me; 


5 - ! 


I was condemned, but he has ſaved me from 


and he clothed me; I was a Priſoner and 
Caprive, and he has ſet me free; I was poor 
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true Riches; I was diſeaſed and loathſome, 
but he has healed all my ſpiritual Diſeaſes: 
and what he has done 2 me, he has done 
ſor Thouſands more; and is able and willing 
= to. do the ſame for thee. Do but aſk his 
Help: ſincerely, and you have it; aſk. for. 


have it; Matt. vii. 7. Aſt, and it ſhall be 


given yon; ſeek, and ye ſhall ſind; knock, aud 


s. Hall be opened unto you: For every one that 
O68 agketh, receiveth; and be that ſecketh, find-, 
4b; and 10 bim that knacketh, it ſhall be, 
Z | opened. | 15 Rig gen 5 1 10 
| + Blefſed be God, for Jeſus Chriſt, and. 

dhe excellent Knowledge of him. 
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I was blind, and he has opened mine Eyes; 
Curſe and Condemnation; I was naked, 


and miſerable, and he has given me the. 
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SERMON mw. 


Phil. iti. 8, 9. 


doubtleſs, and I count all things but Loſs, 
for the Excellency of the Knowledge of Chriſt 
Jeſus my Lord; for whom I have ſuffered - 
the Loſs of all things, and do count them but 
Dung that I may win —_ and be Ain 
in bim, &c. 


HE chief Deſire of gra- 
WJ cious Souls, is to win 
Chbriſt, and be found 1 in 
him. 
I Havz ſuffered the - 
Loſs of all. things, that I may win Chriſt, 
and be found in bim: 
I Taxz theſe eu pre lone to be che 
ſame thing for Subſtance, nevertheleſs 1 
- - ſhall confi each of them diſtinctiy; and 
the former of them at this time. De 
may win Chriſt. . | 
Aud the Method of Proceeding, - in 
ned this de ſhall be to 7 „5 | 
AA 5, 


44 The Happy Exchange. 
5 Firſ, Waris the Import of the Phraſe, 
by 4 1 1 nl Sol 
Secon ow a poor n ma 

win Chriſt? 15 y : 

Thirdly, WAT neceſlity there is of win- 
ning.Chyiſt? | 

Eourthly, Wr at Souls gain by winning, 
Chriſt? 

Fithly, Wno have not yet won Chriſt, 


| and who have won him? 


Firſt, War is the 3 of the Ex- 
preſſion to win Chriſt ? 
1. It is to gain an Intereſt in him; and 
a near and honourable Relation to him. 
Chriſt Jeſus my Lord. The Foundation of 
future Happineſs is laid in a Relation ( 
Chriſt by Faich; and it muſt be laid now, 
while Men are in an eſtate of ee n and and 
Trial, and Preparation for à another 
World. And this Relation to Chriſt, is 
only through Faich, Lare him. 
This way is the Sdul united to the Perſon | 
of Chriſt; and this is the only way of ob- 
taining Intereſt ig his Benefits. Sincete 
Souls would not have the Benefits of Chriſt, 
without Chriſt himſelf; the Eſtate is much, 
but the Perſon is more. The Comfort of 
true Chriſtians, is not principally, that they 
have a ſhare in the Grace of Chriſt; but 
that they ſtand in an unchangeable Relation 


ta Chriſt, who is the * of all 


Grace. 


- . 
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F Af 1k, 1 . 
-.- a tf 


Serm. III. The Happy Exchange. « 45 
- Grace. Not principally, that they have 
true Grace, or much Grace ; but that they 
and their Portion are both in the hands of 
Jeſus Chriſt. And this Union with Chriſt, 
and Relation to him, is the Believer's Hope 
of Glory; Col. i. 27. Chrift in you, ibe Hape 
; 8 Glory. And this is good Hope through 
Grace, 2 Tbeſ. ii. 16. I 
2. To win Chriſt, is to enjoy a larger 
' ſhare in the Treaſures of his Grace; To re- 
cCeive of his Fulneſs, even Grace for Grace, 
Jobn i. 16, Or to grow in Grace, and in 
the Knowledge of Chriſt, 2 Pet. iii. 18. 
That this is one thing intended by the 
Apoſtle in this Expreſſion, that I may win 
Cb, may be gathered thus; That the 
Apoſtle was a ſound Believer in Chriſt, 
when he ſpake thoſe: Words; therefore he 
had already won Chriſt; he was in Chriſt. 
by Faith; united to him, and ſtood in an 
unchangeable Relation to Chriſt; yet here 
is ſomething that he further deſires, and 
that is, to receive more abundant Grace out 
of his Fulneſs. ne 
3. Tol win Chriſt, may be to gain clearer 
Evidence of the Saul's Relation to him. 
| Know him to be mine, and to obtain more 
ſenſible Communion, and Fellowſhip with 
bim; and freſh Communications of Light, 
_ Life; Love and Strength from him ; that as 
. . r Cones 
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but expoſed in the Field of the Goſpel, to 


f 16 The r Bake 
they Kinks walk in him; and their Life 


* * 0 be an holy Imitation of him. 


Secondiy, How may a poor needy, un- 
- worthy Soul win Chriſt? . 
5 Tüzxz are ſome. of you, 1 hope, are 
truly concern'd about it; and ſay in your 
Hearts, a whole World, if we had it, for 
Chriſt. If any ſenſible Sinner i is ready to 
be diſcouraged, and to fear that this is a 
- Privilege too great for him to hope that he 
- ſhall ever obtain; ſaying, Jeſus Chriſt; is 
the Lord of Heaven Ay Earth; and I am 
but a poor Worm; not only Duſt and 
Aſhes, but a guilty, defiled Soul; lefs than 
the leaſt of all his Mercies; and viler than 
2 Beaſts that periſh, But you muſt con- 
der, 
1. Tzar Jeſus Chriſt is the free Gift of 
- the Father, and his own Gift, to every one 
that will. And a Gift is free; every one 
that is willing to embrace him, as Lord, 
and Chriſt, do win Chriſt. / If he was to be 
rchaſed by us, he would never be ours, 
by Chriſt is a free Gift, and that may en- 
courage the moſt unworthy to look after a 
. ſhare in him, his Purchaſe and Benefits, 
When he is ſpoken of in the Goſpel, as a 
Pear of great Price, or as a rich Treaſure; 
you may obſerve that he is a Pearl in an 
open Field, Matt. xiii: 44, 46. Not lock'd 
up from the Sight and Knowledge of Men; 


the 


{ 
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the Acceptation- of every one that will. 


That's the buying, even without Money 


1 


and without Prioe: And is no more than 
to come and take. He that ſeeks Jeſus Chriſt 


ſincerely, ſhall find him. He that is wil- 
lung to part with all that ſtands in compe- 
tition with Chriſt, ſhall win him. And 
every one may well ſpare thoſe things that 
be is call'd upon to part with. From this 


{* 


Head, we may make this Remark ; That 
- they have a great Privilege, who, by the 
kind Providence of God, are ſet in this 
Field; under the Miniſtry of the Goſpel: 
Where no Viſion is, the People periſh. 
And they have yet a greater Mercy, that 
ns out this Treaſure, this Pearl of great 
rice 3 the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; that ſee the 


1 1 in his Beauty; what he is, and their 


Need of him; and his ſuitableneſs to all 


their Wants and Weakneſſes: Heb. vii. 25, 


26. He is able to ſave to the utter maſt, them 
that come to God by him He is ſuch a one 
as became us; or ſuch a one as we needed. 
Ap they have yet a greater Mercy, 
that are willing to part with all for him. 
And hive are two things every one mult 
part with that would win Chriſt. 
(1,) Wir all known Sin; for if any one 


Sin be loved, delighted in, allowed of, and 

willingly lived: in ; that Sin * in the 
Sool, and will ae it to the Hal of - 
TRA 7 fot ce] 


, T1 > *o 
(1 


8 te 5 Tur y muſt: 


uvely Emblem U this; Zecb. di. 3, 4, 


| F | 1580 believe in him; for believing Souls are 


= Mey Bbbag Io? 
part with Self. Nigha 
may 


reouſneſs in point of Truſt, that they 


with the Righteouſneſt of Chriſt. tnuſt po 
away their filthy Garments. There 


4 


Now Joſhua was clothed with filthy Carmens, 
und flood befort the Angel. This could dot 
de principally: intended of the Garmentslon 
his Body; but of the Clothin at RE 


Bebold 7 bave cauſed thine Iniquity 10 faſs 


From ibee; expreſſing the way in in which this 


mould be done And I will clarbe i bee 


That 8, with the 


| with Change of Raiment. 


rment * Salvation, and with the Robe 


-of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, Iſa. Ixi. 10. 
2. Ix plain Terms, the way to win hiſt; 


ingraſted into him, as Branches into the true 
Vine, Jobn xv. g. I am the Vine, je are tbe 
- Branches. The way to vin Chriſt, is\t6 
receive him, John i. 12. As many'ss received 
Bim, 10 them gave be Ppteer ts become the 
Sons of God, even to il 
4 4 Name. $5 
Thirdly, Wit erſte: 


YH DON 


above. all things, concern'd-towinhim? 
1. Wr are all, by Nature, blind, and 
6 e That, as a Prophet; he 
may open our Underſtandings, and teach 
* do in order 


- 


Win Chriſt. They that would be-clorted | 


hes believe on bis a 


is there, that. 
every one that hears of Chriſt, ſhould be, 


to 


ao 


„ 
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to Salvation. Though we, by Nature, | 
wander in a pathleſs Way ; 7 Chriſt is 
a ſafe Guide; he can teach the way we 


ſhould chooſe, and lead in the my ever- 
laſting. Such as win Chriſt, he will 


guide 
by his Counſel, and bring them to his 
Glory. - | 

2. Ws need to win Chriſt, that we may 


| have his Righteouſneſs to cover and adorn 


our naked Souls; and that we may be ſaveds 
from Curſe and Condemnation, and eternal 


Death. All by Nature are under the Curſe 
of the broken Law, Gal. iii. 10. And it is 


Jeſus Chriſt alone that can ſave us from 
that Curſe: ver. 13. Chriſt hath delivered us 


from the Curſe of > he Law, being made a 


Curſe for ts ; that's the Mercy of every one 
that wins Chriſt ; and none but they. And 
we need to win Chriſt, that he may ſave us 
from Condemnation|; for that is the Condi- 
tion of all Unbelievers; John iii. 18. He 


_ That believeth not, is condemned already; that 


is, by the holy, broken Law of God. 
And i not that a miſerable Condition? You 
commonly think ſo, if any Malefactor lies 
under Sentence of Death; and is ſhut up in 


the Condemn'd Hold; and there reſerv d, 
in Chains, for the Day of Execution; you” 


look on ſuch an one, as a miſerable Crea- 


ture. And ſo he is, and his Caſe is much 


to be pity*d: But, Soul, if thou art an 
e, en tba thou art 
the 


* 30 e HL 

tes Man thohf art condemned already 
arith thy Day of Execution i baſteving on 

a· pace, unleſs, thou ſhalt, obtain the Kings 
gracious Pardon; and that's nover granted 
to any, but ſuch as win Chriſt. Througin 

him alone may our Sins be pardoned, and: 
our Sobls lives for . Men vin Chriſt, -; 
they are not accepted of God; they ate not 
out of danger of eternal Death... They that; 
are without Chriſt, are dead in Laws ang. 

_ dead:in Treſpaſſes and Sins, Epb. il. 1. But 
= thoſe. that win Chriſt, obtain ſpiritual and 
ceeternel Liſe, 1 Jebn v. 12. He that 9 
1 | the; Son of God, hath, Life ; . * ; 
hauath not the Son of God, hath, i 
And gone have the Son of Sah a 
by him, but thoſe that believe BIN . 
5 Jobs it 36. He that beheyeth, on, 

 hatheverlaſting Life; and he that rote 

not the Son, WU not tee; Late z/ but che 
Wrath of G od abideth on h him An 
3. KAL by Nature are in a ſtary 1 
. e cherefore, eyery e Nin 


Chriſt, that in him e alm Heat 
venly Manna; the Bread of Life, and Wa ter 


| N So! our Lord Jeſus. Chriſt, peak: 
ol himſelf; and alſo, ſhews the Neceflity, 
our Application to 0 by Faith; 1 


4 * ——_— Ruge 
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35.41. Lam -tbe 14 Bread of Le be eq 
—_— me down: from Heaven; He 97 
of. 2h Bread, Fall live for. ever — 
 Piky is it, that many poor Sinners will 1 


#515 Fa LE 


LLECERR Mn GOARA cc... =. 51 


70 


Ser mt. ng een. 


7 HY 82 D m- 


by 
| 5 58 
on 


3 
theit'Sdilk, and periſh for Hunger, rather 
chan apy yi to Jeſus Chriſt, the Bread of 
Life" If they Hef bly liye upon 
. hey Gould utter arge the Bread 
Ged. You have a Proof of it in the Fa. | 
oY Tut XV. But What a Mercy would 
A like "Him, poor, ſtarving Scbls. 


een die ef their Condition; ane would 
cowpate it, as he did, with theirs, Who 


have wor Chriſt; ver. 17. Aud toben be came 
1% Binſelf, be ſaid, bow many hired'Servants*+ 
of ly Father . Brend enou —— and to ſpare, 
an F periſh with Hunger 1 The hired Ser- 


vate, in God's Hodſe,'ate-thoſ that Havel 


embractd che Calls of the Goſpel, and 
tuftied from Sin to God, Malt. xx. 1. Gocꝰẽꝗw 
hiring chem, is his calling them effectually, 


andi rt Hire: them to conſent to the Terms 


of the Goſpel, and diſpoſing their Souls to 


WK ne in the Service of Gd. 


Wr hayes all of us, deadly Diſeaſes 
u bäf Sous, and we need to win Chriſt, 
ths 70 Phyſician, do hea! our Diſcaſes 3'» 


which'he can do with all Skill and Tender 
1. 4 80 all frecly too. 


need to Win Chriſt, that he may make 


e of Fleck, tender and teach- 


le "aha! 5 and honeſt Hearts; 
eſta 5 "Grace: © And we have 
Fand rebellious Wills; we need Jeſus 


be them, and make us willing, 
« by 1 ; D 2 in 


| 


WE have ſtony, deceitful Tikirts,) and 


The Has x Exobe 5 
abe e Wei ra on 
Souls, and we. need wa ſhing in A 7 
f ei h alone cleanſeth fr rail Ns 
1;Zobni. 7. This is that Fountain 


ia opened for Sin and for Un 
IX ini. 2. D n 207. 1 | 
| I with, 905 
 Kneniits, and theſe. are Powerful. and Sk 
 ful// we need to win Chriſt, that we o wax. 
have his Strength made perfect in our Wege 
neſs, and his Grace ſufficient for us, 2 Cem. 
xi. 9. We need him, to give. us Var 
quer theſe Enemies, and to bruiſe Satan 
+ whe our Feet; Rom. xvi. 20. The Ga of 
Beace ball: vo $i under YOUT , Hoe 
foortly. * 2 3 8 " | 38 
21) 6. WI are all, by Nature, P = 
mn nar, ren air it 
may bring us to ſpiritual Liberty via, 
36. Habe Son, N . 
V ſtall be free indeed. Jeſus Chriſt, not 
doOnſy proclaims Liberty to the F . 
beds Or preaches it, a8 4E 
chat is his preaching of good Thing 
he alſo opens ibe 5 9 * 
' Sound; this he dees, by his Fomer- god 
Graco, as he „ 20 A dhe ſpiritual 
Bondage, we are all in by;Nazurey ag 
very worſt of Slayery ; 7be, Gad b 
| er Hearts of the Children; of Diſobe- 
dinge 3 and leads: them. captiva al LN 10 
_ LF "IK i 11 de 8 ( Ws ' 
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mut be the greateſt Mercy; and it is che 
Mercy of all MEE win Cheilt, and none but 

yy) L640 21,864 4 of... ado 1 
Wi are all »y Nature poor Beggars 
pon the Dunghil, we need to win Chriſt, 
the may bring us to the higheſt Honour 
dethe trüeſt Riches, Prov. Iv. 8. Under 


I and it of Chriſt, under the Name of Wiſt 
| ton; ' Exalt hey, and ſhe ſha!l promote thes 


all bring thee to Honour a thou daſt 
anbrace her. And this Honour have all the 
Saints; all that believe in Chriſt; they are 
de Sons of God, John i. 12. And being 
Sons, they are Heirs of God, Heirs of 
D joint Heirs. with Chriſt. Rom, 
fi 


fo Honour; ſo we need him to bring us to 
che true Riches: for, in our ſelves; we are 
_ miſerably poor, and deeply in debt; e 
" wed to win Chriſt, that he may pay our 
Debts for us; and to enrich us. with his 


Preaſures of Grace. Prob. viii. 2 1. bat? 


may cuuſe thoſe that love me io inberit Sub 
e iy: ox Iwill fill their: Treaſures, | But 
none may expect theſe but ſuch as win 
The Riches of Chriſt cannot be- 


Tone ours, Unleſs we are related to him. 


If Chriſt be ours, all things are ours; 1 Cor. 


e, 23. All things are yours, and ye are 


Cris. And if they are Chriſt's, than 


Chrift is theirs: for this Relation is mutual; 


Gaby: i 16, My Beloved is. mine, and Þ am 


"200 5 bis... 


17 And as we need Chriſt to bring us 1 


F . "fon of Chrift: before they 


. 


mixt with the Gold of true Grace: Foor 
3 bling Souls take up wrong Thoughts of. je- 


"+ wins Chirilt? On Oe OO 


; ed e 
*. . A muſt rſt be related to the Per- 


can partatenof Y 7 
1 UN Benefits 3 they muſt firſt be matriecꝭ to 01 
hrift, and then the Spouſe-partakes ofthis eit 

35 lonours, Eſtate and Riches .. 
one 70e heed 46 vin Chriſt'y for tha Com- t 
fort of the preſent Life depends upomit:- - 1 
1 Peil. i. 8. Nom havirg nut ſoen, ye. le; 5 
Ul whim, rbos gb now ye ſee bim not," penbe- of 
dit 


eri ne, ye rapie with" Jo ee and 
fit gd SG mon {Lie x thy. 
32 Tui Jo partes from the Koo ales of 
3 rift is, ard of the Soulks Relation 
6, and Intereſt in him. Hence they glory 
In him, as all Defires: and truly, there is 
nothing in him but what is defrable.“ In 
I the beſt of Chriſtians, there is ſomething 
*. difagreeable 3 ſome Drofs: of Corruption 


fs Chriſt s Ja. Mit 2. He burb moi Form or 
Rod Comelineſs; and toben we Hall fee bim ubere 

15 no Beauty that ue HHU deſirr bim. But 
1 Ane is moſt deſirable to all his People, even 
for himſelf and for his Benefits, He fills 
Uß all Relations to them; Tie is an Huſ⸗- 
N v 4 Brother; a conſtant Friend a 
Y hepherd to feed and guide them He is a 
' "Phyſician 1 4 Counſellot; an' Advocateand 

bee, $1,241.11 e dige Au; 


- Fourtbly, Wirkr does the Su 


it 


bs might. 
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Senn tz e An Beleg, b. 3 F 
Atliglit be gather'd from the Hints given 
tounderi the former Head. But I ſhall give 
01awanfwer,! more particularly, e many 


eidHranches. Sog 5111" N54 „In ſhare 


. Tazyx-chat;win Chriſt; gain, a 
cin All che Purchaſe of Chriſt 9 of 
eee Epb. i. 7. Vie bave. ＋ 
: *#hrough. his Blood, the. Forgiveneſs 5 of, *7Y 
haha, ig 16\the Riches of, bis Grace. They 
dare \delivered from Condemnation, . Kom. 
vin. 1, And from the Wrath to come, 
To e ic: 10, This is more Fran ining 
ao Gold and Silver, Houſes and L Kh for 
11thpſe-camneyet ſave a Soul from 1 th. and 


el Tell; Prov. xi. 45 HNaalri profit 7 in the 


al Daybf Htrath. - er 

aid IT HEY: gain Acceptance. My: Gad. n-. 
no'Perſons and Services, through Jeſus. 5 7 
ROOD this ſhould. be. 08 Wer John 
-- [and higheſt Ambition, to vin Chriſt, that we 
4» may\be; accepted of 9 085 the Apoſtle 
oſpeaks, 2 Cort v. 9. 5 = 1770 


e ee preſent or. a 12 we may be ac- 


u erptell of bim. For in his Favour is Life, 
fall 2 B. If * — Aeon of che Spul, 


on ang 3 his Work of S 15 | 
RIS ad 


0 e 


8 C 
B47 ». ; 


f * 


e ene beg l ride 


give Liberty of Aeceſs to Godi ins 
1 as upon à Throne of. Grace,! 
eb. iv. 16, And to maintain Communion 
2 God i in Chriſt, through the Exereiſe a 


1 Ant - (214) to 200N8) 
= 9 HOSE hat win \Chritts.gainla weft: 
= - glorious Treaſury, of Grace, for the Supply 
= of all the Wants of the Soul, All, the 
Treaſures of Wiſdom and Knowledge are in 
him; and all Treaſures of Grace, prepar d 
for the Supply: 1 his Diſciples. Zobn i. 14. 
We beheld bis Glory, as the-Glory of the only. 
4 begotten of t the Father, full of Grace and Fruth 3, 
| anch it is of this Treaſury, that all the o- 
=> ph: of God, in every Age, haye tete ived, 
* ver, 16. Of bis Fulneſi have all ue rereiueda 
a2 nd Grace for Grace. Chriſt himſelf, is the 
- Pearl of great Price, of mare value than all 
the Word, though few, in the World, com- 
$$ have any real value ſor him 
ouſands of Souls, that are gteedy of Gold 
and Silver, catching at dae neglaß. 


the Subſtance, Jeſus 2187 | uh 8 Ci 

(1.) Taz 1000 Jeſul Chriſt is a Treaſury 
 inehauſtible ; which, like the Sun, -in- 
lightening the World, cheers the Earth, ; 


\ renders things fruicful by. its Influences, 
from the Creation of the World, even un- 


| til now, without any ſenſible 8 
its Light and Heat. Or like the Sea, ſup 

3 A both Land and Rivers, throughout 
ee any a n, 
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of its Stores. So does Jeſus Chriſt, the 
Fountain of all Grace : "There's enough i in 
bim for every needy Soul. When | this 
World is empty, or diſappoints the Expec- 
tations of Men; when the Ciſtern is empty, 
ant che Labour of the Olive ſhall fail; and 
the Breaſts of the Creatures ſhall be dry: 2 
whith the Barrel of Meal, and the Cruſe o 
Oil ſnall fail; the Fountain is full; «a; 
. every Bellever may rejoice in the Lord, and 
joy in the God of his Salvation. All the 
% great and precious Promiſes, freighted with 
ls all the Grace that Souls need, in every Age, 
Ty are Tea and Amen in Chriſt. 

| - (29 Tur Lord Jeſus/Chriſt'is-ah chal . 
"08 e gende Treaſure. The things of 


15 this World periſh with the Uſing; Gold 

is and Silver are reckon'd among the corrupti- 

10 bleſthings*% Pet. i. 18. Me were not re. 
W Ceoriiad with torruptible things, as Silver and 

© Gb Bet What is laid up in Chriſt; js © 
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* are to be deſtroy d? Come out fum Abs 
ißem, and be not Partakers of thiir Sins, leſt 
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IES E two Expreſſions, -/biro? 


Ry Faith,” and "by Faith; are the 
fame thing. You have them 


both in one Verſe; Rom. ili. 30. 
Seing n is one God that juſtineib 
the Circumciſion by Faith, and the Uncireun- 
eiſſon thro? Fa: Gad chat juſtifles is the 
Means of Jafth 


cation have ever been the ſame. I have 
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Ipoken before of ths Matter of a Si 
Juſtiſication before God ; now Tam to take 
notice of the Inſtrument or Means of i it. Tue 


| K 1 Doctrine from our Text is this; 


bes, TR only Way of a Sinners Juſti- 
Fgeation before God is by Faith in the Righ- 


Means, or dr: of our Jaſtification. 
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ae ngHrs aſſent to any Doctrine, or 


Seriptures are true; or that there is ey F 

only living and true God; or that his Per- 

feftions 1 9 0 the Scriptures ſet 15 
bim; or that Jeſus Chriſt! is juſt 


Bon jobs . 2. of God repreſents? 


4: as full of Grace and Truty; 
0. ave. (o the utretmoſt, then that 
God by him; wok," with 2 


Juſliiß ing a Supra is 57 Faith in 
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2 By Faith, is not ce e 
Faith wrought in the Heart,” but Faith 
drawn out to the Act, Embigting of Jeſus 

f Chriſt. When the Hou Were rh 
| Serpents; it was not 
3 2 that would have 
= there co not been the A 
tze Type of Chriſt; fo there ae bee 
| Act X Faich on Jeſus Chriſt, in order to 
our actual uſtification. 7 
3. By Faith that aid 4 Ut are not to 
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underſtand ſuch a Faith as A attended with 
? / Afurance the ſame Faith may be fo after 
| © Juſtification 3 but it is not neceſſary in the 
f Ad of Juſtifying. 
Asus ANCE does not, at all, come into 
a Eſſence of ab, jy ifying-Faith ; but is a 
Fruit of it. an may believe in Chriſt, 
and yet fora while. may bei in doubt about 
it. . be related to Chriſt, and, 
cho the Weakneſs of Faith, may queſtion 
his Relation. A may have the Par- 
don of his Sins, and, for a while, may not 
know it; this is . in thoſe Words 
of Chriſt, Matt. ix. 2. Son, be of good Cheer; 
thy Sins are forgiven thee. 1 m nd & add 1 that 
cannot he of the Eſſence of juſtifying Faith, 
which is not found in all ſound-Believers ; 
even the weak as well as the ſtrong: As re- 
_ceiving and reſting upon Chriſt is; that's 
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Ho rhe only Tiſtrument in the Juſti- | 
tign Fn a Yinner, before God. 15S 
4 pdt vi 152 1 Which juſtißes, as 3 
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me, and g ye ſaved, all the Ends © 
: for an God, andithere is 

eo look. into thy for Sal- 

thy good he 
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Cod, and compare his Heart kgs! Tik 
proven; but if he would ſee his Remedy, 
Ae Pardon and Salvation; he muſt 
look to Chriſt; as the Iſraelites did to the 
_ brazen Ser by which was a remarkable 
P WG. Jobn. iii. 14, 18. 46 
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Dan. and without Chriff, in the World. Bot 
| Believing is a coming to God, by 
Jens Chriſf. 85 Faith & fe ferch, Aa. 
4g. "Come wito' me, all % bat labour, 

and are b v) laden, 1 give vun Rept. 
That is Rgf for 5 
the dert Words. And the lache Deſ 


5 tion of Cath, you have," Jobs. vi. 954 37. 


To me Bail never hunger, aud be ibat believerh 
en me" Pall never thirſt; Coming and Be- 
F are che ſame thing. Whenee you 
gain obſerve that God's Way of Ju 
; 0 not to turn a Sinner to a Priti- 
8 25 le within himſelft or to believe in and 
oy che Light within themſelves; but he 
| duc them £4 believe im the Lord Jeſus 
hrift; to receive apd reſt upon bim, and 
is Righreouſneſs, which is not inherentin 
em, 0 xs Ta: xlv.'2 2 4 
5 aith is a receiv! f 
W . ol God. by 
4 man) as received 5. m, 10 fo them, oF 4 
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I away. from God 3. x4 is ſented, in 15 ä 
Parable of the 180 Lak xv. 
| Hence it is ſaid, that Unbelievaware wichour 


Souls, &-you have it 
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5 ober to doro e "the Sun / God, 4 — 
Thar Nan en bn Name. The Reteving 
ee And in him, are the 
And this Term of Receiving 

| e that Jeſus Chriſt is not 
15 thing thay all Men have in common, 

| that every Man has by Nature, and 
What they are Born with; but ſomething 
that they Feceive, upon their believing in 
Chriſt; *for none elſe obtain this Mercy Yo 
to become the Sons of God; it is juſt as 
many, 10 more, as believe in Chriſt? 

therefore Chiiſt is not a natural, but aſus 
per-natura! Gift. Sie is juſtifying Faith 

the Gift of God, Epb. ii, 8. And fo is the 

Righteouſneſs gf Faith, a free Gift alſo. 

Non. v. 1 2 — Aach mere they that receive | 

3 of Grace, and of the Gift of Rigb. 
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+.) Joer this Faith is the Soul's 
King upon the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; or 
Fiſii on bim, and bim alone for Pardon 
0 S aden; not upon themſelves, not. 
upon, their: own Duties, or good Works, 
er their own- Righteouſneſs. Our Truſt 
und Reſt muſt be en the Lord, or Jehovab, 
bur Righteouſneſs, Prov. fi. 3. Truſt inthe 
Tord, Sh. all thine Heart, and dean not 4s 
WF own Underſtanding,” | 
G.) Jos rir vid Faith is the Ame that 1 
2 role Love. Gal. v. 5. Neither Circum- | 
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Serm VII. The prom nn ah © 
or of the tight Kind. Tou have a like Ex- 
preſſion, 2 Cor. X11, 9. 41 Strength is made * 
Joy in Weakneſs; chat is, more pee 
a And ſo do good Works make 
Faith perfect; or prove it to be a en 
HARD. 3 * 


birdy, " AS the Toflification of: a Si | 
ner, before. God by Fab? 

1. Ir is y or tbrough Faith: that is, no 
Before Faith ; for what che Apoſtle ſpeaks 
here, is aQual Juſtification, There are 
three Periods» of Juſtification, in ſome ſen ö | 
or other. PD, 
((.) In the Purpoſe and Decree of God, 

- to juſtify believing Sinners, in Time. Epb. i. 
4. According as: he batÞreboſen us in bim, in 
Chriſt, before the; Foundation of the World. 
He choſe them to Salvation, through Faith 
in Chriſt Jeſus. But we mult diſtinguiſh be- 
tween God's Purpoſe, and the Execution of 
bis Purpoſe 3 we. do ſo, about Sandtification 
and Glorification: we Co not fay that Men 
are ſuanctified or glorified from, Eternity; 
neither ſhould any think that any Man was 
juſtified from Eternity but only in God's 
| 1 urpoſe. 

(2 TuxRR wasa juſtifcation of the ſame 
"Perſons, in their Head and Surety, at the 
Death, or at the Reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt. 
This was virtual Juſtification : as God ac- 
-quitted our COMFY 117 Paid our a, 5 =" 
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all them that helis vx. 3 4 A 
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ce as an” Evideter of our) e 
hg do welt-t6-corifider; Ops 


£607: Juſtification; is not the ON 5 


Ftir Act of Faith 3: but of ſome 
. 3 5 e eu 
that ri of Promiſe. "This Sea 
ä 2% nor in che 125 AR; of Faith. Be bg 
5 Evidence of his Juſtificatigg, 
ut efange his Frame, and Apprebenſon of 
eee e His State:; uſt 
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| fieſtion, as Faith is ; yet fe 
never" pelle of our d eing juſtified _ 2} 
die gde der by" Faith, alone 
0 Works arela mürhibetter 
r Juſtification than Faith;om _ 
Tfeared(in the Heart] and) out 
"FS 01 good Works are viſthle in t 
Life: thätmade the Apoſtle Jamer ſay, Sh 
me thy Faith without. thy Marti; and. I 40h 
Bien e rns my Works. AS AlY J. 
"Meh Wa juſtifled before nes 
30 pri, Wen they \would-be 9 
fore they" ate effedtually called, moon's 
that - ace6ont of God's Order: of. Salvation; 
* vm. 30. Whom be \predeftinated,. thn 
47 ealled and tubum li- — 5 5 
fuſhifieg. andeif Men arc juſtified 
J dedlicvey cite} Unbebevics: arb jaſti + 
| well 888. — 90 2 then arg j. 
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wo Pando, actepred With God, and 45 
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to be by and through F ak Faith, with 
" regard to us now, has the ſame; Uſe 81 
Office, as Looking had, towards the H 
1 of the Vraelites, who wete ſtung, _ 
2 Serpents: The 1/-aeliteh were not healed 
fore they look'd to the brazen Serpent; 
zut they look'd that they night be healed. 
I his was a lively Type of Chrifh, and of his 
healing Virtue 3- and of our looking to bim 
by Faith for the Healing of our Souls. But 

en are not healed firſt, and then appointed 
to look to Chriſt, to gain an Evidence of 

eir being juſtified and ſaved ; but look 
at they may be ſo. Leok unlo me, and be 


* only Language. of the Goſpel: | 
2. Wi arc juſtified by Faith; not as the 


| Matter of our uſtification ,; for that the 


perfect Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, as our Sure- 
Yo There i is no more value in Fah i it's ſelf, 
n 


there is in any other Grace, to give us 


Acceptance with God, and intitle a Soul to 
Heaven. Juſlifying Rightcouſneſs is called 
the Ri tes of F Faith, Rom. ix. 30. and 
. X=—6, Becauſe Faith . is the Means, or In- 


ſtrument of our obtaining an actual Intereſt | 


in the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt. If our Faith 
was the Matter of 'our Juſtification; then we 
ſhould be juſtified by ſome Work of Righ-. 
 teouſneſs which we 45 done: for cough 
Faith is God's Gift, yet it is our Ag 


x 1 were TI by the 4 of 44 


ſaved; ſo, believe and be ned. is the 


. 
* Af 

N ** 
8 


15 Sem Vll KB | 
nd they whuld be juſtified vy an ibperiaf We. 
4 ten at there is ſomething lacking id 

our Fsith, a8 to Degrees, as long as w- 

_ tive; bow!much-more,. in our firſt cloſing 
wich ll id Beſides, though we may ſup- 
PRI Faith to be never ſo ſtrong vet 
R is dur Ditz as it is commanded of God 
be gt 2 Thin ir hi (Commandment / thi; 


Pond hrlur in be Name of the Son gf Gad. 
aa. ee Act of Faith: can have n 
| Merit in it and for that Reaſon cannot be 
the Matten of our Juſtification 0 For that 
_ Righteouſneſs whereby! we can He zuſti 
Before God muſt be perfect and meritorin 
Is true stin we are not actually, juſtifies 
before Faith; but ve ate hot: to bring aus 
Faith, us a; proper Condition of uſtiff- 
_ eiriohyg:or chat for vlc We are uitifiedt; 
for chat) would be to ſet our Faith a the 
Place of perfect Obedience r or inthe Pla lags 
f Ohriſt's Ri ſneſs/: So: t Hat: iti is | 
che At of Faich that juſtifies 3 but thüt 
wich Faith looks tos and takes f. 
Faith) is the Hand of the Soul, but it II bot 
-the Hand that receives a: Gift, that makes 
the ÞPd&fon rich; but the Gift, Which the | 
Haft receives':'!Se it Was not the Hand af 
then Womem who tbuched the Horder / 
i' Gacment, that made her Wwbolen 
__ *harathe Virtue that went out of him. And 
1 eee z butt Was hot 


eren A 


Wee 15 


1 * 3 * thing Taoked unto, as a Type of 


- Chriſt, and his healing Virtue. Now, when 
we are. ſaid. to be. juſtified by Faith, it 
only teaches us, 7 5 Faith: alone is put in 


k . : Office, and Commilſion;. to juſtify, as an 


J "Inſtrument; ; and ſo Fauh Jn. do what no 
other Grace, or Works can do, e ic 
is not, in it's ſelf, of great Value than 
| ſome other Graces are: Keke» a in Com- 
1 bes. under the King, he N ſome 
things that other Men cx 
hey be Men of great Eſta 
1 udgment and, Under 
Faith is {aid to fave us, inſtrumentally, as as 
the Goſpel is called be Power; of God to 2 
vation, Rom. i. 16. And if Faith, it's Ae 
was our juſtifying Rightecuſneſs, then 
ſeems, we ſhould be more . Jelly 
as we are ſuppoſed to have more 5 
Faith. But Faith guftifaes, only as an In- 
ſtrument applying to the 8 
Death of Chriſt; for Chriſt crucified is the 
immediate Object Ret of he Faith of a con- 
vinced Sinner. Ju of rh Faith firſt and 
principally conſiders Chriſt as a Prieſt, and 
Sacrifice 3 for it's firſt; Inquiry is, What 
mall I do to be ſaved? Though we confeſs, 
that the ame Soul, when. it begins to hope, 
that it's Sins are pardoned, and it's Perſon 
accepted, in Chri z then it begins to * : 
| Vie age Wiſdom to know, noms 
EY u, "0 * ö 


do 


9 Sunn vi, 257 
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Happe. Exchange.” 1 53 
| 3. Ws are juftified by Faith; that is, by 
Faith alone. Not Faith and Works toges 
Rom. iv. 6. 4805 David de 2 


the Blelſeche! of the Man, to whom the 


Inputerb Righteouſneſs without Works.” Falk h, 1 


as an Inſtrument, juſtifies alone, as the Ey 


of the 


other Members: and it is the Hand alone, . 
that is the Inſtryment of Writing; and the 
Tongue the only Inſtrument of Speaking; 


though neither of them are "ſeparate fr 
ade 


the other mbers: So it is by Faith 


we are juſtified; though it is 10 ſeparate 1 


_ from other Graces. Nor is it juſtifying 
; Faith, if it is not attended with obd Works 


in the Life ; but they have.no-Office in our 
Juſtification. . No, not ſo” much as to be 
an Inſtrument. | Mych lefs ro be the Mat- 
tex of our Juſtification; either in whole or 
in part. Good Works are not accepted far 
their own Sake, much. leſs can they procure 
our Acceptance with God, God had fitſt 


Reſpect. 1 Jbel, and then to his Offering; 


not co his Works firſt,” and then to his Per- 
ſon; but borh are accepted, in the Beloved. 
Eph: i. 6. Faith bath een to do, in 


dur Juſtification 3 but our beſt Works have 


at all to do there; no, not fo much 


nothing 


. as to. be an Inſtrument. Works done he- 
re Faith, are but dead Works and gy | 
. e any Man 3. and Work * -J 


dt 


» is the only lnſtrument 7 
Sight; though it is not ſeparate from the 


* The Happy Exchange.” 
* after Faith, they come too late to pai ; 
F * Shoſc arc but Fruits of a a n ag Faith. 
4. Ws are juſtified aith 1.1 hat 
ien the firſt ka of Faith; e Ar 
EF Teſting upon Chriſt alone for Rightecuſne 
£ _ And Salvation, The Soul is cothpleatly juſti- 
” fied before God, whether Faith be ſtrong or 
E weak ; for Juſtification is but one AR, Per- | 
t at once; and is not ſuſpended, to the 
End of a Man's Liſe; for then it would not 
have been ſaid, Rom. viii. 1. There is therefore- 
new no 1 to them that; ar in Cbriſt 


13 Or, as Rom. v. 1. Being, juſtified by 


aith, wwe have Peace with God, through our 

d Feſus Cbriſt. But it woold r rather have 
aid z we are in a fair way to be juſti- 

Bed. Believers are not juſtified in Part: as 
they are now ſanftified in Part. Nor is Juſti- 
Hcation begum no in Faith, and perfected, 
When their Obedience is perfected; for thus, 

Perſeverance ſeems to be ol; the Condition 

of perfe& Juſtification. We allow that le 


in the Day of Judgment, before all the 
2 and pronounced. Juſt and _Righttous; bur 
| at's like the Marriage. of the Lamb, a 
5 ſolemnizing 

ne before, in their Eff pouſals to Chriſt, o 
Faith. So that, if we will ſpeak more agr 
able to the Scriptures, we mult not ſay that 
when 1 then th gin to ſhew their Hncere Obe- 
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| PLN VII. Tr 
then they begin to evidence their Juſifica- | 
tion; for Menkare juſtified before God, be? 
fore they begin to bring forth Fruity... 
Again, 15 muſt not lay. that a Man has no 
Right to eternab Life, till his Obedience ids 
finiſhed; but we ought to ſay, that he has 
not compleat Meine for Heaven, *cill hu 
Obedience is finiſned; for it is not our ſin- 
cere Obedience, nor our Perſeverance in O. 
bedience, that gives us Right to Heaven 
but the perfect Obedience of Jeſus Chriſt 
gives the Right. Rom. iii. 22. Even the Righs 
 Teouſneſs of Gd which is by Faith of Jeſus un 
all, and upon all them that believe. It's 
upon them, not inherent in them; not 
wrought by A1 or in er but mp 
. th Fe Wn e 
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Grace of Faith, to be the only Inſtrument, 


in our Juſtification 3; and Thos: not allow | 


n Works to ſtand with it there? 


THERE are two Reaſons given in he word | 


of God. 


1. Tuar God may * all che Glory of 


ch Salvation of Sinners, and particularly of 
their Juſtification: Rom. iv. 16. It is ef Faith, 


that it might be by Grace, that is, that it 
might appear to be by Grace. By Juſtifica- 


tion through Faith, 4 appears that both the 
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hs free Grace of God 7 Look back again to 
Nom, iv, 16. I} is by Faith, not only, as was 
-Dbſerv'd before, chat it might appear to be 
but, it is add 18. the Pro- 


. might be fare to all the S . 3 


= — 122 the Promiſes 2 8 12 Ie 
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finite in Faithfulneſa: Or al Nes xd to 
- Promiſes themſelves; for they are 1 — Wor, 
of God, that caninox, about them, Tie 
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chat the Settlement, both for Matter 4 
Mensa Conveyance, are both of free G 
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Rock of Ages, and his Righteoufneſs; while 
Faith is in Exerciſe, their Frame as well as 
their State, wonſd be as Mount Sion, %% 
cannot be removed; but abideih for ever: For 
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then Faith will put the Power of Chriſt into 


the Balance, againſt their own. Weakneſs ; 


and his Unchangeableneſs," againſt the Vati 
atioroftheirown Frames, and doubtful Ap- 
preheaſions, Faith, with the Word, te 


them, not to neglect one e 


not to truſt to them all; but after they ma 
be ſuppoſed to have done their beſt, to count 


ibem ſelves unproſtuble Servants; and Jeſs 


Chriſt and his Righteouſneſs the ſole Groumd 
- *of their Hope of eternal Life, as it is become | 
theirs, by Faith; and is attended wich a 


ſuĩtable Diſpoſition of Soul towards Holineſs, 


as Meetneſs for the Inheritance of the Saints 
in Light. And thus Fuftification before God 


is by Faith alone, as an Inſtrument, that the 
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Serm. VII. The Hp E*rhange. 1 
were impoſſible. for Men to be eftabliſheds." 7 
But if, hy Faith they reſt upon 


Der. Wr ſee! from hence, that God's 

Way of Juſtificatioh of a Sinner, has been the 
fame, in every Age, as to the Matter and 

Way and Means of Conveyance. It has 

always been the Righteouſneſs of God by 

Faith. Rom. iii. 2 1, 24, 25. B v0 be 
enen f God, without "the Lau: taʒt 
i, without che Works of the Law, is naui- 
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* 22 being witneſſed by the Low and the Pro 
pPpbet, even No the Righteouſneſs of God, which is 
Faith of Jeſus Chriſt, unto all, and upon all 
em that believe. Being juſtified freely by dis 
WE: | Zh tbreugb the Redemy] tion that is in Feſus 
Its bre, -whom God bath ſet forth 10 be a Propi- 
._  Hation, through Faith in his Bleod, to declare 
bis Righteouſneſs 477 „for the Remiſſian of Sims 
That be mig 
Iba — in Fenn. 
De 2. Tunis Way of the un of a 


ſo far from injuring 
t it really magnifies, and makes it honour- 
Able. Rom. iii. 30, 31. The holy Law of God 
its End, in the Obedience and Death of 

| Flos Christ, as our Surety: Believers do not 


E: through che Righteoulneſs of Chriſt, 


Law, for Satisfaction, and full Pay- 


I at; to the perfect Obedience of Chriſt as 


_—_ Surety, choſen and approved of God. 
% 3. Ir Faith is the only Grace that is 


ur in Office, as a Means. of Taſtication 3  - 


then Unbelief is a very 2 Regens and unnatural 
a of Chriſt 
and his Righteouſneſs. Men 7 not loſe their 


| -- , - Souls, becauſe they have been great Sinners; 


but becauſe they remain in Unbelief. There 
is but one Door, now, left open, for fallen 
Sinners to enter into Life ; and that is of free 
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Sn. 1 The Hun Eabeg⸗, 156 4 
Unbelief is .2 moſt erer Sin For 
when God, in the Goſ L, propoſes Jeſus 5 9 
rilt, his Ri ghteouſne 8, and all his pur 
chafed — as his free Gift, to every 1 | 
one that willz, Unbelief rejects them bot, 
date calls them to look to him, that they 
be ſavedꝭ but Unbelievers will not turn 
an Eye to him. He hids them open tren 
Hand to receive him; but they will not a 
rept of him. Chriſt propoſes to take off 
"their filthy Garments, clothe them wit 
ö is perfect Righteouſneſs ; but they will-nat 
= ſubmit the And he offers to c 
I their Souls Put they will-not be Forty cle 
I Chriſt offers to take "of their Chains, and © 
free them from. Priſon and ie z. 4 
they are content to cor tinue in x. layeß. 
Chriſt propoſes to take them into a Matriage- 
Relation to Hicmſelf ; but they will not con- 
= Thus it appears that Unbelief is the 
greateſt Sin, as it rejects the only Remedy. 
It hinders God of Oey, 3 een of the 1 
81 7 0 of his Soul. 4 
6 4, Cax any of you make out, cher 
have Faith in Jeſus Chriſt ; that wp 
have received him, and giv 0 Pies Souls 
to him? Then you may con that you | 
fand juſtified babes God; that your Sins 
are forgiven 3 and your Perſons are accepted 
| With, od; and. that you hall, ; ſurely, be 
"brought to Glory 3 a Rim. viii, 30. n be I 
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'Sirm Vn. The | Heppy Exehinge.. 101 
then alla it. of God. He is the- Author and 
Finiſher of it. Jam, i. 8, f any Man lack 9 
Wiſdom, any neceſſary Grace, kt bim ak. "I 
of God, who giveth liberally, and upbraideth nc, 
and it ſball Ie given bim. This is act, 
neceſſary, in order to Salvation; this is thy 
Life z there is no Pardon without it; no 
Acceptance with God without it; no Heaven 
and eternal Happineſs without it. And while 
Y to — Asthor of Grace, for this 
— Merey; carefully attend on the 
Means of Grace, in order to obtain it. Fb 
cometh by Hearing, Rom. x. 17; There's little : 
_ -Ground: to — for their Salvation, that 
4 continue Gos and forſake the Ordinances 
5 E 7 
N ber i that you have, = 
ifying 1 3 
| i — Be very thankful to God for this pc 4 
| cial Merey. You have Reaſon to ſay- 2k 
che. Apoſtle did, on another Account; BE 
ſed be God for his unſpeakable, Gift, If ti e 
Trial of Faith is much more precious th: n 
Gold, 1 Pet. i. 7. then the Grace of Fai h 
muſt needs be ſo. 
2. Paay for the Witneſs. of the Spirit of nv 
Adoption, that you may know more clearly, 
28. es avg And e | 
things that are free en ie you 0 God, © 
4 Cow. ii. 12. fi 4 * 7 | 
3. Pray for ther Berne of Faith: For 
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